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maintenance of roads, the money for that
purpose being taken from (a) the Federal
Aid Roads Grant and (b) Traffic Trust Ac-
count, in accordance with the provisions
of the Traffic Act. Of course that would
he in addition to the expenditure fromn
ordinary Loan funds. The money received
from the Federal Aid Roads Grant conies
from the petrol tax, the Federal Govern-
moent allowing the State Government 212d,
out of every 7d. they collect on each gal-
ion of petrol. The Traffic Trust Account
represents the proportion allowed for mnain

road purposes under the Traffic Act. M,~aniy
of these matters that I have dealt with
generally will l)C presented in more de-
tail when the Loan Estimiates and those
related to Business Undertakings are dealt
with. It will be realised that the Works
Departmnt carries out building- and other
structural work for other Government de-
partmnents, and the expenditure involved] is
taken mainly from Loan funds. Apart
from that, the activities of the department
are not very great. It will be on the L oan
Estimates that miembers will he able to
discuss the real activities of the Depart-
ment. I have pleasure in presenting- the
Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

C-ot es-Lab our, £41,733, A rbit rationi Court
£4,.370, Towen Planning, £1,367, State A cci-
dent Insurance Office, £7,643-a greed? to.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2).-RETURNED.

1, Supply (No. 2), £1,.500,000.
WVithout amendment.

2, Traffic Act Amendment.
With amendments.

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m.

teotolativc IOUlliL,
lWednesday, 23rd October, 1935.
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The PR3ESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30)
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WATER CONSUMPTION.
Hon. J. 31. M_%ACFARLf'ANE asked the

Chief Secretary: 1, Is the MNinister aware
that summonses are being, issued for 21oia11
sotins of arrears for excess water used by
householders since the commencement of
this year? 2, Does lie consider it reason-
aIble that there should be given less than
seven days' notice of the department's in-
tention to prosecute, and the issue of a sumi-
mons ten days later for smiall current rates
for excess water? 3, Are sunimonses being
issued to all householders for water con-
sined within the mietropolitan area for--
(a) anmosunts due as, water rates, both iut
arrears and current:. (b) current only; (0
if not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY' replied: 1,
No. Summonses are being issued only for
excess water charges accrued to 30/6/19:35
where consumers have failed to arrange with
the depart ment for payment. 2, No. At
least seven days' nsotice is giveni of inten-
tion to prosecute. 'Notice is not issued for
at least 14 days after the account is ret,-
diered. 1, Answered by No. 1.

BILL-FINANOIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed fromn the previous day.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[4-37] : I ami pleased that the Government
have decided to continue this portion of the
financial emergency legislation, because in
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1931. when the original Bill was brought
down it was with the idea, amongst other
things, of reducing interest on mortgages by
22 / per cent. Of course the banks were not
brought under it, but they have since reduced
their interest to the 5 per cent, which %fe
original Act enforced. Listening to the re-
marks of Mr. Craig last night I was
astounded to think that a man representing
a country- province, as lie does, should take
exception to the passage of the Bill. This
legislation has been of great assistance and
still is of great assistance in eases of mort-
gages that were in force in 1931. In many
instances those people who then had mort-
gages have been able to arrange new mort-
gages up to the present time. In eases
where reductions have had to be made under
the mortgage and where the value of a pro-
perty is not sufficient to give a 50 per cent.
security, some people may find difficulty
iii carrying on under their present mort-
gages. Therefore I welcome the Bill and
congratulate the Government on having in-
troduced it. We have many instances of
mortgages held by trustee companies and
private mortgagees and, except the Bill be-
come law, they will automatically have to
revert to the interest that was charged prior
to 1931. Mfr. Craig says he is opposing
the Bill purely because the interest charged
on repurchased estates is still at 6 per cent.
In my opinion it is very foolish and almost
unforgivable that a man should make such
a statemnent when it is really against those
people whomt he represents, namely people
with mortgages in country districts.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member ought
to show all the effects.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The hion. member
will hare opportunity to carry on the story
-when I have finished. When Mr. Craig
was speakingp on the Constitution Act, he
said there was an injustice being done to
the farmers and that he would oppose all
restorations of deductions under the finan-
cial emergency legislation. I hope he -will
make a closer study of the Bill and will so
alter his opinion as to support it. I am
sure members realise that this most -neces-
sary provision must be continued. I will
.support the second reading.'

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.40]:
Anyone who has had anything to do with
finance and financial institutions must realise
that the rate of interest provision
.conitained in the Bill will have to he

continued for the time being, for otherwise
the interest charges that obtained prior to
the pa-ssing of the Act would be inmnediately
reinstated. Apart flOiii that, the effect of
the( Bill will bie to restore to public servants
tdiv salaries they enjoyed before the financial
rrl]1jnerne legislation was lbrought in. Also
the Bill reinstates pensions. 1 have alway' s
elainjed that pensions constitute a contract
as between the Government and the person
concerned,. and should not have been inter-
fered with. If the Government think the
time has arrived to restore to public servants
their full salaries, it may be aill right from
the Governmnt's point of view, but cer-
taii' v there is a tremiendous lot of people
who are not getting back to where they were
before the depressioni reached uts, and for
mail%- of whom, vpry little, if anything, has
been (lone. I east no reflection whatever on
public servants. I have' been for long
associated with ninny of them, and I have
said repeatedly that if I were embarking on
a large business concern I could go through
the Government departments and find
men who would constitute a staf! that would
he a credit to the concern I had in hand.
Numbers of themn were pot into the service
as voting men and have grown up in their
departments, and have' reached highly
paid positions and in some cases their
work is inefficient'. The Minister, when
moving the second reading, said the
financial position of the State was such that
the deductions made under the financial emer-
gency legislation -ould now be restored to
the public servants. But I say that the
general eLe-Lctionis position is, stch that the
Government feel that this i., the time to
make hay while the sunt shines. I have no
illusions as to the financial position of the
State. A very serious position lies ahead oft
its. Oin die Supply Bill at the opening of
the session several membhers, including my-
self, sIpoke upon it. The Chief Secretary, as
usual, replied, with one exception, to every
staemient that every member had made, even
to the reference to rabbits in the South-
WTest, but he entirely ignored tire figuires.
put upl.

Hon, G. Fraser: Perhaps they were not as
important as the rabbits.

Hon. J1. J. HOL-3 ES: I consider them so
important that I propose to put some
of them up again, in the hope that
the Honorary M'inister, in his reply,
will refer to them, or challenge them.
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The question is whether we are jus-
tified in giving- effect to this measure,
owing to the financial position of the
country. I pointed out that the latest
figure, I had were to the :30th. June, 1934.
1 said that to the 30th June, 1029), five years
prior to the other date, we owed seventy
millions of imoney and that to the 30th Junie,
1934. we owed 85 millions of~ money, an in-
crease in indebtedness of' £15,000,000. I
asked the House thenr, aid I repeat, it it can
say w hat we have gained for that additional
indebtedness of £:15,000,000. 1 travel over
the State. as other members do, hut 1 cannot
hand it. I thenr turned to the revenue for
the period. Unider one financial emnergency.N
Measure an increased revenue of ball a mil-
lion pounds is brouight in. I know that as
as result of the expenditure of the
£1.5,000,000 the interest bill has been in-
creased between £C600,000 and £700,000.
When I make a comparison in the revenue
between 1029, prior to this expendi-
ture, and 10:34, after the expenditure,
I find there is a decrease in revenue of
£1,250,000. 1 hope the Minister will,
ini his reply, indicate whether or riot my
figures are correct. Ai..- State Government
-would hav-e had a hard row to hoe in these
times,. and in iny opinion there arc still
fuirther troubles ahead. The State (iovern-
niit are tied up under- the finaincial agree-
int with the Gommnnimwealth. to), the

acceptance of which in this State Mr. Col-
liar is responsible. That agreemient has its
advantages andl its disadvantages. I fought
against it from start to finish. The only
a-lvantaee is that it does exercise some
control over thle expenditure of State Gov-
erninents. We have had all these emerg-ency
Bills this session with the exception of one
dealing with Ministers' and judges salaries.
I should like the Mlinister to tell us whether
it is intended to bring down that Bill for
f iirther extenision. If it isnot brought down,
the Act -will Automatically expire on the 31st
December next. After that date I presume
Ainisters will automiatically go bock to their
full salaries, whilst evemy other section of
th- commiunlity. whoat with rent reduction,
etc.. will he kept down to the limiit provided
boy the ennercrency legislation, T do not want
to be considered a pessimist, but we must
face facts. We are mainly dependent upont
the product ion of our wool and wheat. The
ag-ricultural industry has been bard hit with
reduced prices And reduced yields. I have
yet to bep satisfied that this year's yield, even

with the late rains, will come up to expecta-
tions. The advantage in the production of
wheat is that it employs so much labour
compared wvith almost any other industry. It
provides work for the railwvays and for large
numbers of people. When we had a crop of
50,000,000 bushels, say, 17,000,000 bags,
at 10s. a bag, that brought into the
country 3 ._ millions of money. The
estimated production this year is, I
think, 18,000,000 bushels, say, at 10s. a bag
for 6,000,000 bags the return will he only
£3,000,000 instead of 8 /- million pounds. A%

shotae of 5 ' millions on that yildaoe
amongst 450,000 people, umust be felt by the
general commjunity, and must be reflected
in the finrancial position of the State. I
admit the Government have donie a great
deal for agriculture. I can hardly keep
quiet when I hear some agricultural mem-
bers, constantly complaining that they have
not got this, that and the other. Their con-
stant cry is, "Give, give, give." We, who
represent the pastoral industry, and those
who comprise that industry and other nor-
thern industries, fortunately for the coun-
try, are prepared to battle on and do our
best. The Government will admit that
that is the position taken up by the pas-
toralists, pearlers and others. The re-
stolt of a bad season tip north is that our
pastoralists are faced] by the most serious
positiont they have ever had to face. We do
not find thein running to the Government
for assistance. They are trying to do their
best for themselves. Only when they are
right uip against it do they ask the Govern-
ment to help. I should like to say a good
many things concerning 'what the Govern-
ment have dlone and are doing in a small
ay- for the pastoralists, but on the eve of
ageneral election one cannot say too much

for fear that it may be brought uip in
favour of the present Government. If I am
not giving the Government all the credit to
wvhich -they are entitled for what they have
(lone for the pastoralists, it is due to that
fact. On one occasion I said that the Pre-
mier (Hon. P. Collier), robbed of Trades
f1ll inifluence, wvas the nearest approach to
a statesman that wle had. At the general
election which followed, people said through
my province, "That is what MNr, Holmes said
about Mr. Collier." They' repeated only the
phrase "He is the nearest approach to a
statesman we have." 1 thank the Govern-
mnent for haiing assisted the pearling indus-
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try and also for granting the concession Honl. J. 3. HOLMES: Yes.
with regard to the 20 per cent, surtax,
which had been going on for 20 years, and
ought never to have been imposed. I wcold
like to give them credit for other things
but for the fact that it might be used
as already suggested. I would point out
to the representatives of the agricul-
tural industry, w'lo are always howling
for something more, and who talk about the
difficulties they are faced with under the
Transport Act, that this Act has come about
as a result of their voting for railways
which ought never to have been constructed.
But for those railways, their districts would
have been served by motor transport. It is
due to their narrow-minded action that the
position is what it is. They complain about
the Transport Act. Patoralists 100 miles
from Wyndham, men who are pioneering
the country, have to pay £13 a ton for
transport between Fremantle and their
stations. What would IKojonup and Katan-
ning say to that?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Did you vote for thle
Kojonup railway?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I have been fight-
ing against agricultural railways for years.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: it shows what a bad
judge you are.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: There would have
been a railway in that rotten country be-
tween Pemberton and Albany but for me.
We had a special session of Parliament to
block it.

Hon,. H. V. Piesse: You should go down
theore and look at the country, and see what
it can do.

-Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There are other
places besides Katanning and Kojonup.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: And Mingenew.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I could quote a lot

of other charges that have been imposed.
Hon. C. B. Williams: You are puttin~g

upl a speech for our party.
Hon. J. J. HOIAIES: I am setting out

exactly what the position is.
Hon. C. B. Williams: You are hitting

the Country Party pretty hard.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They talk about

having to truck sheep and lambs to the rail-
way station, and railing them to Mlidland
Junction. To transport cattle from Kim-
berley to the market at Fremantle costs £0
per head before the beast reaches the ens-
tomer.

Hon. IT. V. Piess'r Tl'ey are grown cattle.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: But lambs are lambs.
Honl. J. J. HOLMIES: 1 would not take

the bon. member for a lamib. The charges
are £6 per head, and very often the beasts
do not fetch that in the market. It will
be remembered that one of the financial
emergency Acts was amended to allow the
employer to go to the Arbitration Court and
ask for an amendment to his award. There
was an award or agreement with the Wynd-
hami Meat Works. Whilst tile cattle-szrowers
were supplying the cattle and delivering
them to the works, the Government were the
employers. The Government, naturally,
would not go to the Arbitration Court for
an amendment of the award. That is the
position we get by having the State engag-
ing in business which should be conducted
by private enterprise. In 1035 the first pay-
mnent the cattle growers9 received, according
to tile balance sheet on the Table of the
House, was £1 9s. 6dl. lper head. The State
said, "W~e will give you that to start with,
and if there is anything more we will give
you 90 per cent, and we will take 10 per
cent." 'Next we find that wages and salaries
came to £l19s. 9d. per head and at the fin-
ish the total "'as £2 19s. That meant that
the men got an additional £8,000 and the
gr-owers £8,0)00 less. According to the Bill
hefoic us it seems that we canl put one
section of the community back to where they
were, but when we come to Broome we must
not forget that unot so long ago half thle
pearli ng fleet Were wiped out. Tile Govern-
,ient of tile day wentt to the rescue of those
people, and uot only that, they persuaded
the Commonw'ealth Government to assist in
getting the industry going for the current
season. There is also an indefinite promise
of further assistance to enable the pearlers
to get more boats out in the coining season.
That is contingent onl the Federal Govern-
ruent doing something also. I hope the Gov-
erment will live up to what they intend
to do. We can understand how those people
who are pioneering the North would feelon
learning that the Government had declared
that thle finances of the couinty wvere all
right, and that it was possible to restore to
the people living in affuence in the South
that which had beeni taken froml them. The
pearlers would naturally expect that they
too would be put in the position of heing
able to carry on the industry. I am told
by prominent pearlers who lost boats in
that wvilly-will;- at thle openineg of the sea-



[23 OCTOBER, 1935.] 25

,son, that demands have been made for the
payment of the licenses due on those boats
that never returned. The license is £10 per
boat. I am informed that the Government
are pressing for the payment of that money
due on the boats that were lost. I will
admit that the money should have been paid
before the boats went oat, but now I am in-
formed on the best authority-I hope it is
not correct-that in spite of the boats not
having returned the Government are press-
ing for the payment of the license fee.
There are a number of other charges levied
at Broome which I do not think are cor-
rect. There is the right to work which I do
not think exists in many other industries.
What would Katanning or Kojonup say if
similar charges were made in those districts?

Hon. H. V. Piesse: I am glad to find you
are taking such a keen interest in Katan-
ning and Kojonup.

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES: In Broome a man
cannot begin diving for pearls until he Pays
his license fee. If anyone has cause for
complaint it is the members representing
that province. Broome has produced
£10,000,000 worth of wealth fromt the ocean,
and the people have spent that money in
this country. If ever a town should he stEood
up to it is the town of Broome. There is a
lighlthouse there for the protection of 200
miles 01: coastline, and we find that
foreigni vessels conic in there- andti
away with shell1 etc. I ask the House what
would be the position if Broome went out
of existenete? Therefore, is it not worth
while to keep) the place going! I believe the
Government are seized with the position.
and I hope they wvill. see that further assist-
ance is granted to the industry this year so
that it may get back to normal. It appears
to be absurd to grant assistance on the one
hand and then impose a lot of charges to
get that money back so that it may be taken
into revenue. I shall support the second
reading of the Bill only because the respons-
ible Ministers have said-and we mnust
accept their statement-that the finances are
such that it is possible to make this restora-
tion. It is their job; they say it can be
done. I do not think it can. Perhaps after
the general Olection, when it is found that
the finances are not as buoyant as we are
told they now are, the Government will come
to this House and askc for increased taxa.-
tion. It will then he for this Htouse to say.
"You said you could do it, and you did it:,
you also said you were not going to increase

taxation. Now we will not allow you to in-
crease taxation." That is exactly where I
stand; let the Government do what they say
they can do. I support the second reading.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [5.8] : I
listened to the introduction of the Bill by
the Honorary -Minister yesterday with a
good deal of interest. fie practically told
the House, by the introduction of the Bill,
that the State's finances had improved to
that extent that it was possible to give
relief to civil servants and do away with
the deduction that took place in 193iL
Almost at the same moment the Hlonorary
Minister's chief in another lplace was in-
troducing an emergency tax Bill, and he
told memibers there that it was impossible
to (10 away with ally portion of that taxa-
t ion.

The Honorary MI~inister: Where is the
inconsistency there?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I cannot see that
it is consistent in any shape or form. One
emergency tax can be done away with, and
another has to be continued at its full
rate. I said before in this House when the
emergency tax measures were introduiced,
that it was definitely Promised by the Gov-
ernment of the day-and I take it one
Government has to carr 'y out the promises
of their predecessors-that the taxation
and hardships therm inflicted were to be
imposed in an equal way right through toie
community, and that when the time cain
for relief to be given, it should be given
in the same equal manner. I hope that be-
fore the emergency tax Bill passes, the
Government will be able to give the tax-
payers generally a certain amount of re-
lief and in that way justify their action in
introducing the Bill now betore us which
gives relief t~o one body of people only.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.12]:
The Bill which we are asked to pass pro-
vidrle. the M1inister said, for the restora-
tion of salaries to those memnbers of the
Civil Service who did not benefit by the
Bill passed in the previous year. The fin-
ances of the State, so we are informed,
have improved to the extent that this can
now be done. When one studies the fin-
ancial returns whbich have Ween placed be-
fore Parliament and tries to find out
exactly from what source that improve-
ment has come, I think lie will be compelled
to allocate it to three causes. The mining
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industry bly increased production bus un-
doubtedly contributed very materially to
any improvement that has taken place,
especially in the direction of providing em-
ploymient. Again, there is another benefit
which hias been received from the maining
industry by the investment of capital on
the part of the mining companies which
have been floated to develop our mineral
resources. The third source from which we
may have received an improvement is the
amount of money which has been borrowed
by the Government since they camne into
office. On account of the revenue they
have received from those sources, the Oov-
emninent have been giving the relief under
the eiuergency legislation. Incidentally, it
may be interesting to draw the attention
of members to the table -which shows the
net public debt per head of the population.
It will be seen that while the pub-
lie debt per head in 1933, when
the present Government took offie,
was £187, in 1935 it was £197.
While the revenue of the State ma y hatve
increased, we have also increased the lilblie.
d1ebt by, the amount of £10 per head of
p~opulatioln. Not only arc wve asked to ap-
prove of this Bill, but we have been asked
to consent to the re-enactmnent of other
inicaures. which were associated with the
depression. We have not been asked, and T
do not think we shall be asked, to consent to
a Bill to restore thle salaries of Ministers
because, as Mr. Holmes has pointed out, all
that the Goverinent need do is to refrain
from bringing that moeasure forward and the
Act wvill alltoma1tic-al1V laISe.

I-fon. 1. .1. Holmes: And Ministers will
:iitorliatically go back to their full pay.

lion. Ht. SEDDON: That is so. Thus
Parliament will see the extent to which the
Government al-c prepared to co-operate in
this magnificent schemne of equal sacrifie
which was brought into operation with the
financial emergenc 'y legislation. The posn-
tion with regard to interest reductions is to
lbe continued. One would think that if
salaries can be restored and if the country
has improved to the extent that we are

assured it has improved, people who arc
carrying mortgages would be in a better
position to meet the interest payment onl
those mortgages. Wle find, however, that thle
Government rio not propose to mnake any
alteration there.

The Honorary Minister: Do not you think
that five per cent. interest is quite high
enoug~h

Hon. H. SEDIDON: l1ive per cent. mayv
be a very good interest return under certalin
conditions, but it may hie very small under
other conditions. Everything depends, rpoii
the risk. The rate of interest is directly re-
fared to the isk attached to tile emjl 'Iovmctit
of the money. It tile Minister or is- party
brought in a Bill to fix the i-ate of interest
onl all niortaoes and on all financial traiis-
actions, one miught have found soni cvon-
sistener in the interjection just made by thle
Honorary Miniister, but this Bill merely
perpetutites a reduction of inter-est onl those
mortgages which were in force when the
Financial Emnergency Act was put into
operation.

The Honorary Minister: And which pro-
vicded for interest rates greater than five per
c-eat.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Some of them did.
lThe Honorary M1inister: All of them.

Hon. H. SEDDON:, With the imiproved
position in thle flinancial world, people who
have sound security can to-day borrow on.
mortgage at five per cent.

Hon. H. V. Piesse : You should remnemrber
that the security value has fallen.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Possibly there are
some cases of hardship, namely those bo-
rowers under long-term mortgages in whicb
the mortgagor fins nor the right to pay any-
thing off the principal until the time has
expired. I ean see a certain amount of
justification for- extending the mleasure in
those instances, hot I should say that they
comprise a vciv small minority of till,
mortgages inl Operation. If the Government
c-anl see their wvay to give relief in certain
directions, I cannot see why they cannlot-
gfive r-elief inl other directions. We have been
asked, as I pointed out before, to Consent to
a continuation of the present lWv rcdueinw-
thme rents in time city, to the Mfortgagcr
Rights Restriction Art and] to the Tentants.
Purchasers ana 'Mortgagors! Relief Act, and
PLOW we are asked to support the continu-
ance of interest ciits un1der this rneasur-e.
One w-ould be jusltiied in assuming from the(
p)olicy of the Government that we were
appr-oaching a general election, because they
have so carefully, revised their policy with a
view to finding- support from a large section
of the public to whom they can appeal at
election time and point our what benefits
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have been confrlred u1pon themn by the (Jot-
ertilrnent. There is one section ot the Bill
waith which I ami in fill[ accord and that k,
the provision whereby civil servants who
have pension rights will not he furthner suil-
jected to the reduction inillocd during the
depresision period. In thre circumstances, ]
must support the Bill, but I think it should
be emphasised that the IIrovisions of the
emergency plan are not heinir tarried out in
their entirety by the Government. Quite
possibly, a;. Mr. Hlolmes pointed out, we shall
lie facd with an entirely different set or (-oi-
ditions next year, although I cannot see ]how
thle I10o1. me11m el can aintainl his attitude
with regard to refusing increased taxa-
tion. I an quite convinced, from the position
confronting us and the policy' adopted
by Governments, that taxation will have to
be ver I materially increased if Governments
are going to live within their income,

lieu. C. F. Baxter: They will be unable
to avoid increasing, taxation.

Hon, H. SEDDON : That is so. In the
circumistances, I m ust support thre Bill.

HON. 3. CORNElLL (Souith) (5.21]: 1
wish to address a few remarks to the Bill,
not so) munch on what it proposes to do as
onl what it does not do. Let inc first of all
clear up a Inisconcelption arising from the
cuitit-isin 1) M 3r. Piesse of M1r. Craig. T in-
tentd to tell all the story. Mr. Piesse is conm-
lug on as a debater; hie evidently tells that
part of the story which suits him and he has
left it to mie to tell the other part. M1r.
Craig did qualify his remarks. He reiterated
what he had said regarding interest charges
to returned soldiers on *repurchased estates
being 0 per rent., and they have received no
relief, whereas the Bill proposes easement
for, other mnortgagors.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Twvo wrongs do not
snake a right. Because a reauction is re-
fused to one, youi would refuse it to the
other.

Hoim. J1. CORNELL: But two wrongs mnay
be confused. What does this Bill not do?
in 1931 tile country was faced with a great
financial emergency, and the mneasuire then
passed contained an elaborate preamble re-
lating to the great financial stress then ex-
isting. According to this Bill, all the con-
ditions that prevailed in 1931 still prevail,
because it is not proposed to repeal the pre-
amable. In 1031 we passed a Financial
Emergency Bill which imposed salary cuts

on cavil servants of 18, 20 and 2&, per cent.
Inmterest rates on mortgages were cut, grants
were reduced and we passed a Reduction of
Rents Bill, a 'Mortgagees' Rights Restriction
Bill and Tenants, Purchasers and Mlort-
gagors' Relief Bill, as well as a measure to
amend the Constitution, applying the cuts
to the Private Secretary to the Governor,
the Chief Justice, the two puisne judges and
to six of the eight 'Ministers. All those mnea-
sures were passed in 1931 and they have
been re-enacted sincee, save for a mnodifica-
tion to the Financial Emierg-ency Act that
civil servants' salaries up to £500 per aim-
'tur were to be restored subject to thle cost
of living deduction. Now it is proposed to
continue the mortgage Principle in this Bill,
the reduction of rents4, the unortgagees'
righlts restriction and thle tenants, anti pur-
ehaser n measures. What does that postu-
late?

Hon, J. J1. Holmnes: Equality of sacrifice.
Hou. .1. CORNELl2 : No, the reverse. If

mnenthers are going to take back all that they
had, while denying- relief to others, the
fitting thting would be to do as, Judas dlid.
We airc asked to restore all the salary cuts,
but to maintain the 1931 impost on other
people. Mfy logic must be very much at
fault if I am expected to assume that the
fitancial position has so improved that all
wagecs and highs salaries can he restored to
the 1031 level while other people cannot be
g-ranted any easeme -nt, I know widows who
have invested their little all in property and
have made sacrifices year after year through
the imposition of the financial emergency
legislation, hut no relief is to be given them.

Hon. G1. W. Miles: It might be.
Hon. 3. CORN_-ELL: The Honorary

Minister has introduced Bills to re-enact all
thle emiergencyl legislation exactly as it was
in 1931 save that relating to salary cuts.
The point I make is that if there is justifica-
tion for restoring the salary of a man on
£2,300 or £2,000 a year to what he received
in 1931, hy no stretch of imagination can I
see why something should not be done for
people suffering- under other emergency
legislation.

Hfon. G. W. 'Miles: It is in our hands.
Hon, 3, CORNYELL: Quite so. I shall

vote against all three Bills. A member who
is prepared to put himself hack to the
salary he received in 1931 without giving
easement to other people deserves all that is
coming to him.
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Hon. 0. WV. Miles- What about cutting
out Part ILI

Ion. J. CORNELL: What does the Bill
propose? It seeks to restore full salary to
a man on £2,300 or £2,000 a year and to all
Ministers. WAe have not been told by the
Honorary Minister that it is proposed to
bring down a Bill to continue the Ministe-
rial salary cuts. Will the Minister give the
House an assurance that that measure will
be re-enacted in its present form or in a
modified form? Is hie prepa red to informn
the House that such is the Government's
intention? I presume it is not 'their inten-
Lion. I presume that a~ll cuts arc to he re-
stored to what was received in 1931.

Hon, C, B. Williams: Thank God for
that!

Hon. J1. CORNELL: To be consistent, we
miust restore the cuts to ourselves, and also
must restore cuts in higher salaries, on the
same basis as we restore them to public
servants. But we are not doing that. Pub-
lic servants are to be restored on the basis
of the co4L of living. In our own cases,
and in the eases of these other people, the
cost of living is ignored. Salaries are re-
stored to the same level as obtained in 1931.
Bnt what is fair to Jack is f air to Jill. If
the public servant is to get a restoration
on the basis of the cost of living, that is all
the restoration to which we are entitled.

The Honorary 'Minister; There hias heel]
no distinction mnade.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But we hove made
a distinction.

The Honorary Minister: How?
Hon. J. CORNELL: The Honorary Min-

ister is making a distinction. When Pub-
lie Service salaries were first cut in this
House, I heard no reference to the pay then
received by a public servant being based
on the cost of living. 7 have yet to learn
that the Public Service Commissioner has
ever taken the cost of living- as a basis f or
fixing the salaries of public servants. If
the Honorary Minister can turn up in the
debates of 1931-when he opposed financial
er~ergency taxation-any argument showing
that the then salary of the public servant
wais fixed on the cost of living, I will with-
draw all I have'said.

The Honorary Minister: That has nothing
to do with the present argument.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Honorary 'Min-
ister's argument is that he should get back
to what he'had in 1931. I want to get back
what I lost in 1931, but T do not want to

get it ini any manner different from Chiat
which another man gets what he lost.

The Honorary Minister: Who says you
will get it?

Hon. J. CORNKELL: I ami perfectly sure
that I shall get it.

Hfon. G. W. Miles: How about the second
pa~rt being cut out of the Bill?,

The Honorary Mnse:No distincetion is
being made between M.Tr. Cornell and the
public servant.

Hon. J. CORNE\!"Ll.: I an) to return to
£600 a year. Is the public servant return-
ing to the salary hie received in 1931? Is
hie?

Hon. C. B. Williams: Eventually he will
get far ahead of that.

Hon. J. CORNELL:. The public servant's.
rcestoration of cut is being based on a dif-
ferent method. The cost of living has bean
taken into consideration in respect of all
cuts that have been restored to him. If T
(rould exercise a vote that would not restore
me, I would cast it in that direction; but I
cannot exercise a vote that will not 'restore
tlhe salary I received in 1931, because the
opportunity -is not here to do it.

Hon. G-. W. Mfiles: Yes, it is; but you
will be in the Chair when the question is
decided.

Hfon. J. CORNELL: I have a vote then;
andl if Mr. Miles can point out to me how
it can be done, I shall vote to stay where I

-11in point of salary.
Hon. G. Fraser: You are a hero!
Hon. C. B. Williams: You will not g-et

much support from me.
H-on. J. CORNELL: Kr. Williams can

vote to stay where he is.
Hion. C. B. Williams: 'Not on your life!
Hon. J. CORNELL: I understand this

is the first Australian Parliament to return
to the 1931 salaries as fixed by statute.
Hon. C. B. Williams: That is somethin

to b)e proud of.
Hon. J, CORNELL: We still cry and

g-roan about the burden imposed on us by
the Eastern States, and about the sacrifices
we are making for them. But We are merely
getting back the amount of our cuts from
the Eastern States taxpayer who is not re-
stored to the salary he received in 1931. We
are using- other people's money to put us
hack to where we were in 1931. Next I want
to know why the definition section of &he
Act is not being repealed. What use will
it be if retained? As reg-ards the 221/ per
cent. reduction which the Bill proposes to
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re-enact, and which Mr. Piesse has described
as essential, I again reiterate what I said
earlier in the session, that if we are of
opinion that mortgages existing in 1031, at
the time of the passing of this legislation,
earn, rates of interest t-hat to-day are exor-
bitanit, there is only one logical manner of
approaching the question, and that is to do
as we did in the case of Commonwealth
bondholdersy-write down the rate of inter-
est to 51/ per cent. by statute. I understand
that interest rates in mortgages contracted
since the passing of the financial emergency
legis lation are down to 5 per cent. What
will be the position next year if mortgages
executed prior to the financial emergency
legislation are not discharged meantime?
The position will be exactly the same as it
is now, and we shall have to re-enact this
legislation. It would be more honest and
more candid if we tackled the position as
we ought to do by providing that mortgages
in existence at the time of the passing of
the emergency legislation and carrying rates
of interest of more than 5Y2 per cent. shall
he written down to 5% per cent.

The Honorary Minister: What about the
poor widow you spoke of?

Hon. J. CORNELL: She does not come
under this.

The Honorary Minister: Yes, she does.
Hon. H. V. Piesse: She might be under

a trustee company now.
Hon. J. CORNELL: What about the

wonieri the Honniar - Minister referred to?
What do we propose to do for them?

Hon. HT. V. Piesse: Get them married.
Hon. J. CORNELL:. It is proposed to cut

thein down, not to permit them to reeeivd
more than 5I per cent. per annum. Would
it not be more honest to say that if the
mortgage lasts forever, the woman shall not
receive any higher rate of interest? I like
the Honorary Minister's sneering ways. He
is not trying- to hell) the women. He is Only
trying to help himself. Generally speakinfr,
thle concern of hon. mempbers ii to help them-
selves.

The Honorary 'Minister: Except the hon.
miember now speaking!

Hon. J1. CORNELL: Except Mr. M1.iles.
He has only one hand in the pocket. I have
two.

The PRESIDEN-\T: I hope the hon. meni-
her is not reflecting on other hon, mem-'
hers.

Hon. J. CORYELL: 31r. Frasecr ranis to
leadl the f-ouse to believe that he is a hero.

To me he does not look like a hero. Howe-
ever, heroes may, like homses, run in all
shapes.

The PRESIDENT: I presume the holi.
member is jesting.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I ani in a quanonry;
hut if Mr. Miles can show me a way out,
a means by which I can stay on the screw
I am now getting, I will stay there.

On motion by Ron. G. W. Mfiles, debate
adjourned.

BILL-ELECTORAL.
Received from the Assembly. anin read

a first time.

BILL-BUILDERS' REGISTRATION.

In Committee-Progress arrested.

Resumed from the previons (lay; f-Ion. S.
Cornell in the Chair; Hon. IL. .1. Balton in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 4-Prohibition against unregis-
tered builders carrying on business:

The CHAIRMAN:. The question before
the Chair is that the clause stand as
amended, to which a further amendment has
been moved, to strike out paragraph (ii)
of Subelause 2.

Hon. Ls. 13. BOLT ON: I must oppose thle
amendment, with regard to which the par-
linmentary draftsman, Mr. Wolff, advises
As follows:-

Whilst an officer of the Crowni is specifically
exempt, Of course it is not absolutely necessary
to specifically exemipt such an officer; hut, as
is often done, this exemption has been put in
to satve any argument. In regard to local auth-
orities, it is felt that the mover of the amend-
mneat has gone too fat-. Local authorities very
often employ their own building experts, and
they may' desire to avail themselves of the ser-
vices of these experts without having to see to
the necessity of their being registered. It is
thought that the whole cliuse might stand as
prin ted.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Bill has not
been drafted clearly, v and I fail to see how
it can be made a reasonable measure. The
only course now is to finish the Bill up, and
therefore I move-

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.
Mfotion put, and a division taken with

the following result:-
Ayes -

Noes

'Majority f(

- . 12

r 3
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ArAS.
Hon. C. P. Baxter Boll. H. V. Piesse
Hos1. V. Hamersisy Hon. H, Seddon
Hon. J. J1. Holmes M-on, U. Tucker
Hon. 3. M. Macalasne Mon. 0. H. Witeuioom

Hon. W. 3. Mann Hon. H. J. Tolland
Hen. 0. W, Miles J-]on. R. G. Moore

(Telle r.)
Nose.

Hon, I,. E. Bolton lRon. S. H. Gray
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale HOn. W. H. Ktitson
Hon. J. li. Drew Hon. 3. Nicholson
Hon. 1. T. Franklin lion, E. H. H. Hal]
Hon. 0. Fraser I(Teller.)

PAIRS.
Ars. 1 Noss.

Mon. C. a. Elliott Mon. H4. S. W. Parker
Hon. L. Craig i Hon. C. B3. Williams

Motion thtus passed.

The Chairnan accordingly left the Chair,
and the Bill lapsed.

BILL-DVORCE AMENDMENT,

Seconld Beading.

HON. G. ERASER (West) [5.48] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
is a short measure that does require much
explanation. The object is to amnend the
Divorce and M1atrimonial Causes Act. It
seems peculiar to me that the Act has re-
mained on the statute-book for nearly 72
rears with the anomaly in it that the Bill
seeks to remove.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Act in Englaud
has lasted for a long while, too.

Hon. G. FRASER: All the Bill proposes
is to give a respondent an opportunity to
apply for a decree absolute. It will not ink
any way enlarge the grounds upon which a
divorce will be granted, but will merely
give the respondent the right to make the
application, should the petitioner fail to
complete the divorce. The amendment will
in no way interfere with the provisions of
the Act. It is reasonable that when an ap-
plication is made for divorce and a decree
nisi is granted, the proceedings should be
continued 'to a conclusion. Shou-ld the
petitioner fail to complete the proceedings
by applying- for the decree to be made abso-
lute, the respondent should at least have
an opportunity to make an application witlh
that end in view. The permission of the
court must be obtained first before the re-
spondent may niake the application refer-
red to, and the matter is left at the discre-
tion of the court. That is all the Bill
amounts to. I know of no valid opposition
that can be launched against the measure.
It may be suggested that it will confer a

right upon wrongdoers, but I do not think
thecre is any substance in that contention.
Even if there were, there is the wider
point of view to counterbalance that effect.
Un less a decree nisi is made absolute, the
parties concerned cannot remarry. In
many instances, although not married, ow,-
of the parties may be ]iving out of wed-
lock and children are born as a result.
Surely it is much better to give su~ch people
an opportunity to be married, Slnd tihus
enable their children to be legitimised. I
understand several divorces have been
granted in Western Australia in which the
decree nisis have not been made absolute.
The Bill will enable parties to those pro-
ceedings to have the benefit of the altera-
tion irt law, and the decrees concerned,
if the Bill be agreed to, can be made abso-
lute. In one instance, I understand, aL peti-
tioner left the State and the respondent
was desirous of remarrying but could not
do so because the decree had not been made
absoluite. I understand the petitioner had
no intention of making the decree absolute.
but the Bill will give the respondent in that
case the right to take that step. I move-

That tIhe Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.54]: I have had an oppor-
tunity to look through the Bill and consider
its provisions. So far as I can judge, it
will remedy an evil, if I can describe it as
such, that exists at present. As members are
aware, after the court has decided that the
petitioner is entitled to a decree nisi, it makes
it returnable, as a rule, six months later.
The object of that step is to give the King's
Proctor, who is nomiinally the Attorney
General, the right to make necessary in-
quiries to ascertain if there has been any
collusion between the parties. During the
past 20 years, I do not think any action has
been taken by the King's Proctor on those
grounds, hut that is the object of the period
fixed by the court. At the conclusion of the
six months, the petitioner can apply to the
court to make the decree absolute. There
are many instances in which the petitioner,
generally a womaan, has applied for a
divorce and obtained a decree n'isi, but will
not proceed further and have the decree
made absolute. In suich instances the hus-
band is neither married nor single. Vrery
often, as Mr. Fraser indicated, there is an.
other woman in the case, and sometimes
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there is issue as the result. The Bill pro
vides that the respondent, who may be the
guilty party, will have a right in court. That
has always been frowned upon by courts of
law, especially in Ecclesiastical Courts, of
which the divorce court is really one. That
attitude has been) adopted bpeause it has
been said that a guilty party will never be
granted relief. I think those days are going
rather rapidly and divorce is now granted
on the ground of desertion, which was not
formerly a matrimonial offence at all, nor
yet an offence in the ecclesiastical courts,
Thus the law is tenlding to differ rapidly
front what it was in former years. The Bill
contains a provision that the court has juris-
diction, in its absolte discretion, to r-efuse
anl order where the guilty party has failed
to keel) uip payments in respect of main-
tenance. There are arguments for and
against onl that question, One is that it it
just as well that a man shall be prevented
from re-miarrying and maintaining another
wife and probably children when his record
shows that hie has not been able to maintain
his family by his first wife.

Hon. H. J1. X'elland:- The court ivould take
that into consideration.

Honl. H. S. W. PARKER: Yes, and exer-
cise its discretion When the Bill is dealt
with at the Committee stage, I lpropose to
go a little further in order to remedyv a
greater anomaly than that which it already
covers. The Divorce and M1atrimonial
Causes, Act was amended in 1.925 to pro-
vide that a divorce might bie granted where
there was a separation order or deed of
separation. Under that deed the husband
has to pay maintenance and where he has
failed to pay the maintenance regularly, the
wife can apply for a divorce. The anomlaly
that arises is that there must be a deed of
separation, which is a document under seal
and concludes with the words, "Signed, sealed
and delivered in the presence of" some wit-
ness, and the seal is attached to the docu-
ment. If a similarly worded document coinl-
menced with "This Agreement.," instead
of "This Indenture," and concluded with
the words "Signed hy" so-and-so, with-
out being sealed, it would have the
sanme effect in law, and the manl would have
to pay in accordance with its provisions.
But should he niot pay, lie is not brought
within the scope of the 1925 Act, and there-
fore his wife, although she receives no main-
tenance from him, cannot sue for a divorce.

When we reach the Committee stage, I pro-
pose to move anl amendment that will rectify
that anomaly and make provision for agree-
meats for separation. It is an atnomialy that
was created when the 1925 amendment was
under consideration. I support the second
reading of the Bill.

On motion by Hon. .J. -Nicholson, debate

ridiourned.

BILL--REDUCTION Or RENTS ACT
CONTINUANCE.

*4evijd 1?eadling-Dcferled.

Diebate re,4111ed fromn the 1s9t October.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (lon.
Wt H. K;itsl - West - in reply) [L.0j
Duraing thme dlebate soime nenber's eriticisied
the Act oil the gyroumd that it was operating
in only a, very, limited way. Mr. Parker
raised a ques4tion as to whether tile Act at
present would give relief in certain cases, ams
was the original intention ot Parlianient. I
lad the point carefully consideted, and 1
no1w hanve to sa y that the Government do not
feel that there is any need to make anyi~
alteration whatever in the Act.

Hull. .J. J1. Holm11s: -What W1,11 the point
raised byiv Mr. Parker!

Tue HO0NORIARY NIUNISTER: That die
C'OmmuissNioner appointed under the Act had-
not thie power to take into consideration
eci'tain iiireunistaitees, a pplying particularly
to any agmeenient between the tenant and
landlord. Thie Bill simply applies to ]Lases.
that were in force iwhen thre Act wais j'ilsC. 4

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: No, to all premises
that. were leased, even if the lease expired.

Time HONORARY' M-ISTE1I: That is
wehat I waS gurmig to say. It applies to all
ieas e4 that were iii force at that date, and
that wvere subject to a month or longer
no0titc Of determlination. And even thoug-h
the lease inav have, since expired? neverthe'-
less thjos-e plremnises could not be let at a
higher rental than that which, was previousiy
bcing lhalgvd. 11r. Parker mnentioned a
case taken before I me Conmmissioner, a case
ill whIIh the teIlit and the laindiord wemre
l agareeictit thalt a1 higher rental should be

chargzed than was provided for inider the
Aet, hut not higher than the original rental.
The Comnimssioner said he was not satisfied
w-ith the evidence put before hirm4 and asked
that further- evideice shouldl be produced byv
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tile tenant. However, the tenant took excep-
tion and said lie was not prepared to study
thle landlord any further. The Conimnis-
atoner then ruled that the landlord wats
not entitled to chiarge a higher rental.
The Commissioner, if not satisfied, canl
ask for further information. We say the
Commissioner is the sole judge, and that
we should not encourage any arrangement
contravening the Act which mnight. pos-
sibly be made between the landlord and
the tenant.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: The Coinmission-
er is tied; he cannot use his absolute dis-
cretion.

The HONORARY MI0LiSTER: The mat-
ter has received consideration and we are
of opinion that the Act should be continued
for a further 12 months. It applies only to
those premnises which were let on lease
'when the Act caine into operation, and al-
though there is not a very large number of
premises affected by the Act,
liere the provisions of the Ac
able and should be continued
12 months.

Question put and a division
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

AyEa.
H4on. L. 13. Dlolton Non
lion. A. M1. Clydesdale 111,n
H4on. J. N1. Drew ILon
Xrlon. J1. T. Frnnklin Hon
Hon. G. Fraser HOD
lMon. E. H. Gray

W. F
af. c

I.iC. R

NOES.
lon. P. H. Angelo Ho0n. .1.N
1-on. .1. Cornell 

Hoo. H. 8H4on. J. J. Holmes Hon. C. H
M~on. .1. M. Maefrirlanr Hfon. H.
non. W.r j. Mann Mon. H.
lon. 0. W. Miles

Quention thus negatived; Bill

IRILL-MORTGAGEES' RIG

STRICTION ACT CONTINi

Second Reading.

1Debate r-esunied from the 1st

THE HONORARY MINISTEJ
'H. Kitson- West-in reply)[
not think the debate on this Bi
any reply. Members know win

Bill, and the benefit it confers. Notwith-
standing all that has been said about the
relief still being given, the Government
think it highly desirable that the Act
should he continued for another 12 11Lontha.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitee.
Bill passed through Committee 'without

d-bate,, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL--TENANTS, PURCHASERS AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2-5th Septeni-
her.

still 'we be- THE HONORARY MINISTER (lion.
t are desir- W. ff. Kitson-West-in reply) [6.11].: In
for another this case, too, we are still of the opinion

that the Act should be carried on for an-
taken with other 12 months. The relief given under

this Acat is granted only when the necessit~y

11 arises through unemployment. It applies,
13 of course, to those people renting houses,
13 to those who are purchasing houses, and

2 also to those who have raised mortgages on
2 their hiomes. The Act has played a very

useful part, and while unemployment isi

IH. Hall not so prevalent to-day as it wvas, never-
rKitson theless it still exists to a considerable de-

Moore
Piesse gree, and it is just possible that a number

Williams of people may yet desire the protection
(Teller.] which tile Act affords. I hope that at the

expiration of another 12 months the posi-
Icholson tion will be so improved that there will be
eddPrke no further necessity for the Act. In the

. Wtteinoom mneantime, the Government are of opinion
Fuckey that the Act should remain on the statute-

(Teller.)- book.
I dleteated.

HTS RE-
LIANCE.

October.

R. (Hon. AV.
6.9)3: I do
ill calls for
it is in the

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-

ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Continuation of Act.

Hon. H. SEDDON: In answer to certain
questions I asked inl the House some time



[23 Oc'roaui, 1935.] 16

ago regarding the operation of this Act, 1
was informed that while there were no
orders for relief, and that nobody with a
mortgage on his house was getting relief,
yet there were two protection orders in
force at the time the reply was given. So
we are perpetuating this Act for the pur-
pose ot protecting two persons.

Hon. J. J. HOLM-NES: On the second
reading I declared that the Bill should
never have been put up, and that in fact
it band been put up only for the Legislative
Council to performn its burial ceremony.
llowever, we are now putting the Bill
through, but I do sincerely hope that this
is the last we shall see of! this piece of
legislation.

The HONORARYV MINISTER: In re-
ply to 'Mr. Seddon, I should like to point
out that,. as T have already said this after-
noon, we are not entirely out of the wood,'
mnd there is still a large number of deserv-
ing people who may find it necessary to
seek the protection of the Act.

Hon. J. 31. Macfarlane: I think the Conm-
mittee agrees with you.

Clause put and passed.

*Sitting ss))cnded fronp 0G.I:; 1rp 7:1)i.on.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported -without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINSTER (Hon.
W.,T H. Kitson-West) [7,33] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill contains sev-
eral amendments of the Health Act that
have been found necessary. They have par-
ticular association with the sewverag&e schemes
at Geraldion and 'Northam, and the scheme
that has already been established at Katan-
fling. The first amendment is to correct
an anomaly as between the M1unicipal Act
and the Road Districts Act. At Geraldton.
to meet the conditions along the waterfront,
a sewerage scheme is being installed at an
estimated cost of £9,000. The money is to
he raised by loan. The loan has been adver-
tised in the normal way, and the ratepayers
aire satisfied to the extent that no poll has
been called for. Under the provisions of the
Municipal Act if a poll had been requisi-

tioned for it wouhld have been voted upon,
not by the owners of property in the area
affected-the owners who would have to pay
the rates-but by all the owners in the entire
municipal area. Under~ the Road Districts
Act any such poll would he limited to the
owners directly affected. That is what this
amendment of the 'Health Act now seeks
to do in respect to such loan in the muni-
cipal area. If a pol1l is called for after the
passing of the Bill, those who would have
the right to vote woold be the ratepayers
who would be called upon to pay.

Hon. .1. Nicholson: The section affected
by the sewerage schemec.

The HONORARY MUIST ER: Yes.
Hon. J. J. Holmies: They would he re-

sponsible for the payment.
The HONORARY ]XINISTER: Yes.

The second amendment also deals with the
Gcraldton position. It seeks to amend See-
tion 17 of the amending Act of 1933. That
Act requires, in connection with a sewerage
scheme that due notice shall he given by
advertisenment in the local Press on three
occasions spread over three weeka, and that
there shall be a similar notice in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette." It also provides that the
Minister may not recommend that the Gay-
er-nor's assent be given to any such scheme
until two months have elapsed after the
publication of the last advertisement. It
is considered that two months is too long- a
period. In the case of the Geraldton scheme
it is delaying- the commencement of the
work. It is thought that one mnouth's delay
after the expiration of the period during
which these matters are being advertised
in the local Press, and in the "Government
Gazette," is long enough to give any per-
sons who have reasonable grounds for ob-
jection time in which to lodgwe such objec-
tion. The next amendment deals with Eat-
anning-, where rather peculiar circumstances
have arisen in connection with the restricted
drainage scheme that was authorized Linder
Section 9 of the Health Act Amendment
Act, 19.32. In that case a small area in the
centre of the town, containingy about 12
properties, had been served by a drain to
carry away all the liquid waste. The
arrangement was maode amicably between
the persons concerned-the owners who were
responsible for it. It is said that in the
aggregate cost of the drainage scheme, in-
cluding& sinking fund and interest, is repre-
sented a saving to the owners concerned.
The originnal section, 'No. .9 of the amending
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Act of 1932, muakecs provision for a re-
arrangement of the obligations which have
been incurred by those owners, should the
ownership of the premises change, or should
the premises be divided between owners, or
,should any additional owners join the
scheme. It does not, however, provide that
where any alteration is made by any of the
owners in the way of a very large increase
ill the amount of liquid waste to be disposed
of, any alteration can take lplace or be inade
byv the local authority. Two of the owners
associated with the schemie have installed
a seiptic tank, By this mneans they have
very largely increased the amount of liquid
waste to he disposed of, and the local auth-
ority has to incur additional expense in dis-
posing of that extra waste, Power is now
sought to alter the origpinal arrangement so
that the local authority will still he able to
Obtain from the owners the actual cost of the
sc-heine. This cost is so arranged that the
local authority will make no profit out of the
work, and] will only recive back tile actual
cost. Under tile present Act it is impossible
for theta to make .such a re-arrang-ement.
The Bill will give the local authority power
to re-arrange the termis under wvhich these
people are having their liquid waste dis-
posed of, inl such a muanner as to give satis-
faiction both to tine owners as well as the
loc~al authorities. The next amendment
a ff ecets the Northan -Municipal Council,
who have decided to instal a sewerage scheme
for the town. I believe this is the first town
outsiide the metropolitan area to emibark
upon a scheme of the kind. The local
authority hns to construct the whole of the
sewers and the drains. [r am adv-ised 1:hai1
the property owners who will have to (.oin-
neet with the scheine will have to finid thev
money, in sums ranging finom £41) upwvards.
The 'amendingr Act of 10.33 contains the
usual provisions which enable the local
authorityv to do the work onl a timne paymvent
basis, it provides a limit of teni years. The
Northam Mfunicipal Council desire that
p~eriod to be extended to 1.5 year's, to miake
it easier for the ratepaveis to meet the
charges they wxill have to face when connect-
ill,- ithI tile scheme.

Eton. .J. Nicholson: Clause 5 alters the
wvord4 "folttv" to "Sixty."

Trh e H1O'NORXR Y 111N\1STR: - T ha t r-e -
fers to the nuniber of quarterly payments.
The last amendmnent affects 'Northam and
(ivraldtnn, and also any other distict that

may take advantage of the sewerage provi-
sions of the Health Act. The Act to-day
matkes no provision for levying charges upon
ton-rateable property in respect to sewer-
age. As far as the pan service or sanitary
rates are concerned, the local authority has
power to levy charges for services ren~dered
uponl uwm-rateable property. It is necessary,
however. that similar power should be given
in regard to sewvers under the Health Act,
antd that is- what this amendment seeks to
(10. li C(onmititte~e r shiall lie pleased to giv-e
I it(tlhniisr an , funther information they dle-
Sire. Iioe

That rthe Bill he tion read U1 second time.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [7.44]:
The statement of the Honorary Minister
with resptect to Oraidtonl i, correct. Some
1.2 or IS months ago the local municipal
c-ounciil decided tot i nstal septtic tanks in thle
residt-ntial ptortion of tite niiepahity. The
busiess poitiot' of tlte town, however, is
velry low-lying, and( the ordinlarv septic Lank
was fouind not to he a practicable proposi-
tion. The council iNvent to tile expenfse of

eiga tin eig'inel tro) the mietropolitan
art-a, having ;ttt especiatl kntowledge of this
S~ibJect, to advise themt. Acting onl his ad-
vice, they decided il lihis, schemne. The
busineJss pieolple it will serve are those who
will be called tipoit to pay-%. It is at thle
conttlcills request that the M1inister for
Health in anlother place mnoved ho amend the
_Act so thint this might b~e br1oughlt tihont.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[7.45]1: I an pleased that the MNinister has
introduced the Bfill, a loortion of which wvas
requested lwl time Iatannig R~oadl Boaird. I
hope ittctiit tvr w-ill Approve of it.

On motion by I-Ionl. C. F. Bax1 ter, debate
;Idjoum-'lled.

BILL-WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Reading.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [7.461 in
tikovLLng the second reading said: I thank
the Chief Secretary for giving mae the
opportunlity to move the second reading of
the Bill, and I ask members to bear with
inc while I endeavour to outline the rea-
sons for its introduction. The object of
the Bill is to extend the provisions of the
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Workers' Homes Act to the eastern gold-
fields. No one with any knowledge of
present-day matters on the goldfields will
dispute the fact that there is an acute
shortage of houses, particularly in the
Norseman, Southern Cross, Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie and Boulder districts. This is
deplorable. Scores of houses have been
erected on the goldfields during the last
three years, but there is still a great short.
age. It is said on very good authority that
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder alone there are
more than 250 instances of two families
living, in the one house, and that in many
eases thost! familias have children. Fur-
ther, the houses are very small. At the
same time, the rents are in every instance
exorbitant. Illustrations can also be given
of houses that were sold four or five years
ago for between £C50 and £60 and which
to-day are let for 35is. a week. Mr. Wil-
hiams and Air. R. G, Moore can bear me out
in this, and I do not think any hon. mem-
her will stand for such a set of conditions.
Evidently those conditions are peculiar to
the goldfields and not to the metropolitan
area or arcultural districts, if there is
anything in the answers given by the Chief
Secretary to the questions I asked here to-
day. Despite the exorbitant rents and the
lack of accommodation on the goldfields,
it is safe to say that the goldfields have
never,-had any of the benefits which have
been conferred on the metropolitan area
by way of the finanicial emergency legisla-
tion. If there ini one thing above any-
thing else that is justified on the goldfields.
particularly Kalgoorlie, Boulder and Sou-
thern Cross, and I understand the position
is the same at Wiluna, it is that there
should be established, not a fair rents
court, hut a reasonable rents court, until
such time as the housing problem can be
eased. It is as well to recapitulate the
history of workern' homes on the coast. In
passing I may say that the only workers'
home I know of that has been erected in
the goldfields district, one of the districts
to which I propose the Bill shall apply,
was a home taken from a group settlement
end re-erected by the Agricultural Bank
inspector at Moor Tne Rock. This house was
erected there not because of the possibility
of that locality developing into a goldmin-
lag district but because of its agricultural
future. That is the solitary instance I
know of. We are aware that the Workers'

[51]

Uomes Act in 1911 was divided into two
parts, leasehold and freehold. As far back
as 1912, for a deposit of £5 a worker in
receipt of less than £300 per ,annum
could have a leasehold home built 'in
the metropolitan area; later the amount
-was raised to £400. The value was
afterwards increased to £560, and sub-
sequently to £800, and the interest to 5 per
cent. per annum. If a man had a freehold
block, he could apply to the hoard for
assistance on the freehold basis, and the
assistance given him was up to £550. Now
the figure is £800. Originally the rent was
to be at the rate of £6 per cent. per annum,
with V2 per cent, rebate if repayment was
made before a certain date. The position
to-day is that the Minister may fix the
rate of interest with the 3/ per cent. re-
bate if the amount is paid before the spedi-
fled time. In addition, the Act was sub-
sequeatly amended so that a leaseholder
could choose his own block and not go into
an area dedicated solely for the purpose
of 'workers' homes, and he could have all
the benefits of the leasehold scheme ex-
tended to him on that block. The period
originally fixed for payment of the capital
cost was 25 years for a wooden building
and 30 years for a stone or brick building.
The latter figure has been increased to 35
years. In the ease of a weatherboard
house of a value of £800 to-day, or of a
stone or brick building of the same value,
25 years is allowed in the one instance for
the repayment of the loan and 35 years in
the case of a stone or brick building, the
rate of interest being .5 per cent. in the
first case and 6 per cent. in the other, sub-
ject to the rebate to which I have already
referred. It appears rather peculiar to me
that the privilege should never have
been extended to the goldfields, be-
cause the Workers' Homes Act itself
was amended in 1922 with regard to
advances. Part IN". of the Act of 1911
sets out that the board may make advances
to any worker to erect a dwelling house on
his holding. "Holaing" according to the
Act means land of which an applicant or
borrower is the beneficial owner in posses-
sion and includes Crown land (in which
term is included any land vested in the
hoard) held by an applicant or borrower
for his own benefit under a lease or agree-
ment and includes residential leases, miners'
homestead leases and residence arenas. SQ
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the very Act itself contemplates and per-
mits the erection of workers' homes on resi-
dential leases, miners' homestead leases and
residence areas. It does seem therefore that
that was put into the 191l Act to meet the
cases of the goldfields. It is safe to sayl
that since the inception of the Workers'
Homes Board in Western Australia its
raiiications have extended to at least 25
country areas, in addition to the whole of
the metropolitan area, and with the solitary
exception of the 4MNoorine Rock instance
which I quoted, not one penny of the board's
capital has gone to the goldfields for the
ereion of homes. The Bill really explains
itself. It amounts to this, that notwith-
standing anything to the contrary in the
principal Act in the ease of leaseholds, the
Minister may cause workers' dwellings to he
erected in the Dundas, Coolgardie. Kalgoor-
lie and Yilgarn goldfields, the total cost of
any one home not to exceed £450, repayable
in a period of not more than 10 years carry-
ing 5 per cent, interest per annumn. The
alternative is that the board 'nay or shall,
when so directed by the Minister, advance
to any worker up to £450 and allow 10 years
in which to repay the principal with a rate
of interest at 6 per cent. per annum. Hence
r propose to perpetuate the rate of interest
charged to-day in the agricultural districts
and the metropolitan area. The Bill pro-
poses a maximumn, not of £800 per annum
as in the metropolitan area, but £450 per
annum TIstead of 35 years and 30 years
respectively in which to repay the princi-
pal, the period shall he 10 years. The argu-
mnent has 'been that the life of the goldfields
was so uncertain that there was no justifi-
cation for the board making advances for
building homes there. T think timhe has
proved that even the agricultural districts
have not been safe places in -which to build
workers' homes. On the assumption of
ca~ital to the extent of £-30,'000 being made
available, I have drawn up kieures to show
the approximate number of hiouses that
could be built with the money. The figures
are-

At £450 ceh-66 houses.
£400 ech-75 hous9es
£350 each-85 houses.
£9300 each-) 00 houses.
£250 eneh-120 houses.
£200 eich-SO houses.
9150 each-200 houses.

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: You could not huild
a house for such a small amount.

Hon. J. CORNWELL: If the board would
advance oven £200, scores of goldfields
workers would commit themselves to find
the other £200. What we want is a chance.
I have merely tried to show what could be
done with a capital of £30,000. There seems
to be Some coincidence about that sum, for
that is the amount advanced on the 24
houses in the country districts and the 34
in the metropolitan area that have reverted
to the board.

The Honorary Minister: Those homes are
being rented.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But they have not
been disposed of.

Hon. G. Fraser: You know the reason
why.

Hon. J1. CORNELL:- I should like to hear
the reason.

Hon. G. Fraser: They were built at heavy
cost.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The fadt remains
that the board have advanced £30,000 on
those 58 houses which have fallen in.

The Honorary Minister: You do not mean
that the houses have fallen in?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No, but I believe
that some of themn are cracked. I have
figures also to show the cost of redeeming
the £450, supposing the maximum were ad-
vanced, plus 5 per cent, and plus 6 per cent.
interest, over various periods up to 1.0 years.
The interest computation has been made for
the whale year without allowing for reduc-
tions for periodical repayments of principal.
The figures are-

Weekly paym ents to redeem £4 5 0
Anual rests.

Weekly payments.
6 per cent. 5 per cent.

Period. £ s. d. £ s. d.
10 years . .. 1 3 6 1 2 .5

8 years .. .. 1 7 10 1 6 9
6 en rs .1 . 115 2 1 34 1
4rcars .. . 2 9 1i 2 8 10.
For 7 per cent. is. id., and f or 8 per ceut.

2s. 2d. weekly must be added.

Spros of workers in Kalgoorlie and Boulder
would jump at the chance of getting a £450
house on instalments of £l15Is. 2d. a
week over six years, because as goldfields
members know, men are paying practically'
that mutch for two rooms to-day. Contrast
those figures with costs for the metropolitan
Area. To my capital cost of £564 must be
added £12 odd for rates and taxes. Thirty
years are allowed in which to repay the
principal, and a home of that value is oh-
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tamned for a weekly payment of 19s. Hence
I am asking for the goldfielder to redeem his
advance in less than one-third of the period
allowed to the metropolitan worker. It might
be advisable to advance reasons why the
scheme should be extended to the goldfields.
One is the revival in the mining industry.
Another is the great increase in the number
of men employed in the industry. It is safe
to say that the number of men employed has
increased threefold. Whereas 2,000 men
were employed three years ago, the number
is now 6,000 or 7,000. Another reason is
the vast amount of new capital that has
been invested in the goldfields. The Lake
View and Star mine has spent over £250,000
in reconditioning And remodelling its plant.
The Great Boulder has spent £e150,000 or
£:160,000 within the last two years in recon-
s4truction and installing new plant. I could
go on quoting figures showing that com-
panies have spent hundreds of thousands of
pounds in those directions during the last
few years. Though the companies are in-
troducing new money and investing it in the
industry, apparently we think they are not
doing enough, since the Minister for Mines
(Hon. S. W, Munsie) was sent to England
to get more money. While investors are
putting millions of money into our goldfields
and providing employment for thousands of
additional men, we cannot move the Work-
ers' Homes Board or the Government to do

smtigtangible to cope with the short-
age of housing Accommodation. Such ac-
tion is a vote of no-confidence in ourselves.
When millions of capital 'have been iam-
troduced from abroad to rejuvenate the in-
dustry, and seeing that we sent the Minister
for Mines away to encourage more capital
to come here, surely t o heaven we should
show some c-onfidence in our own eountn.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Sncb expenditure
would be reproductive, would it not?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Consider the housing
problem on the goldfields. At one time, as
old goldfielders know, the companies did not
rare twopence about the housing of the
men, who had to build tents and shacks and
shift for themselves as best they could. What
is happening to-day? At -Marvel Lach seve-
ral tip-top dwellings have been erected for
the staff; at Yellowdine and Bayley's Re-
ward several have been erected; at Fraser's
United there are four or five more. In
other mining towns the companies, in addi-
tion to potting millions of money into the

industry, are providing houses for the men
--quarters for married and single men.
Why? Because they recognise that if they
are going to get the best oat of the men,
the men must be well treated and well
housed. At the same time the mining com-
panies cannot he expected to cope with the
task of housing the whole of the mining
community. The State is under an equal
obligation to attend to their housing.
The other day I asked a series
of questions about extensions of the
goldfields water supply to mining fields.
The answers showed that at Palmer's Find
the mining company found £3,500, the Mar-
vel Loch Gold Development Company has
paid in advance for water £6,300 and the
Great Western Development Company
£10,000, while the INorsemnin gold mines have
agreed to pay £23,000, while Ora Banda
and others are providing £25,200. Those
few groups of mines alone are showing their
faith in the country, They hare introduced
millions of money and are prepared to hand
to the Government £8,000 by way, of ad-
vances in order to be supplied with water.
Surely, if the mining company are prepared
to back the proposition, we as a civilised
State ought to be prepared to hack the
housing of the men. And there is another
cogent reason. TLt.us take the metropoli-
tan area, and what do we find? Millions
of loan money being spent to provide Perth
and Fremantle wvith water supplies, sewer-
age, and river reclamation. Millions are
spent here asg against thousands on the gold-
fields, outside the Goldflelds Water Supply,
which is the main artery of our economic
existence. I am not putting forward any
argument against the proposed expenditure
in the metropolitan area, as, a far-sighted
policy is the right policy. We- have faith
in the metropolitan area, and are hacking
that faith with loan money, to the interest
and sinking fund on which goldfielders 'will
have to contribute. Then let us find £60,000
for the provision of housing- accommodation
on the goldields. Yet another cogent reason
is this: besides spending money on sewer-
age, river reclamation, and water conserva-
tion in the metropolitan area, for which
money the goldfielder has to find his share
of taxation-

The Honorary Minister: How much

Hon. J. CORNETLL: Hf we had not the
goldficlder, we would have poor security for
loans and a very poor metropolitan area.
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The Honorary Minister: Make no mis-
take.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I amn not making
any mistake.

The Honorary Minister: I merely -want
the matter made clear.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we had not the
hacking of the golddields, 'we could not raise
money for work in the metropolitan area.
Still another reason is that comparing the
goidflelds generally with the agricultural
districts and the metropolitan area, where
work of this kind has been in progress for
the last 14 years, we find that very few
goldfielders escape income tax. In the
metropolitan area and the agricultural dis-
tricts large numbers escape that taxation.
Financial emergency taxation every gold-
fielder pays, but not every resident of the
metropolitan area.

The Honorary Wfinister: The goldficldcr
gets the income.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The goldielder gets
no more income thatn the coastal worker on
the basic wage. Seven or nine shillings
goes out of the goldfielder's pay' envelope
as soon as he receives it-seven or nine
shillings for hospital taxation and financial
emergency taxation irrespective of income
tax. The goldtlelder's claim for special eon-
sideration should be recognised. We owe
an obligation to the goldfields. That obli-
gation is to endeavour to give goldfields resi-
dents a reasonable chance to house them-
selves adequately. The answer to this con-
tention has always been that the goldfields
were a declining proposition. For that rea-
son, it was stated, the Workers' Homes
Board did not extend its operations to the
fields. How'ever, the -lie has been given to
that contention. If outsiders are prepared
to put millions; of money into our goldfields,
surely Western Australia itself can find
£,50,000 for a housing scheme on the fields.
Let the amount of the advance be cut down
to £450 and let the period of repayment be
reduced. and even then the goldfiel ds -would
grasp the scheme with both hands because
there is no other way out of the present
houising difficulty. In introducing the Bill I
make no claimn to knowledge of conaditions at
Wiluna. Tf the Bill gets into Committee,'
I shall not oppose amendments in that re-
spect. I commend the measure, and I hope
other goldflelds members will supplement
my remarks and make out even a more ex-
cellent case than I have presented for con-

sideration. to the goldilelds in the matter of
housing conditions. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second tima.

HOY, E. H. H. HALL (Central) (8.24]:
1 second thep motion for the second reading
of the Bill. I do hope hon. members will sup-
port Mr. Cornell's mneasure. I cannot im-
Iprove oin the case put up by the hon. teem13-
ber- but I take this opportunity to mention
that beforeT Mr'. Cornell spoke it Was My in-
tention to request, iii Committee, that thd
Murchison and East Murchison goldfields
should be included ii' the scope of the
measure. 'Yhle housing situation which exists
in the lion. member's province exists also at
Wiluna, and in fact has existed there for the
last IS months. The shortage of houses is
extremely acute at Wiluna. Even in an old
settled town like Cue housing aecominoda-
tion is short. When I left Geraldton on
Monday morning, I saw an engine-driver,
who had been transerred from Geraldion to
Cue for months previously, escorting his
wife and children to his new location. He
bad been forced to he separated from his
family for four months because of inability
to secure a dwelling at Cue. Amongst the
many duties to he fulfilled by Governments
is that of providing housing accommodation
for their emiployees. We need only glance
at what is happening in various parts of
the world to-day in order to remove any
faintheartedness in supporting the Bill. Mr.
Cornell made an excellent point in stressing
the visit of the Minister for Mines to Lon-
don. The main object of that visit WAS

stated to be the instilling of confidence into
the investing public at Home. Surel 'y one
of the finest gestures we in We-tern Aus-
tralin, who owe a great deal to our gold-
fields, especially during the depression of
the last few years, could make would he to
pass the Bill. It is up to us to remove that
feeling of distrust which has been shown by
all our political leaders--the fear that the
goldfields may peter out at atfy moment.
Opposed as we may be in politics, yet we
find ourselves at times on common ground.
Nobody will challenge the loyalty of gold-
fields members to the goldfields. N'everthe-
less such men as Mr. Collier-, 14r. Mansie,
Mr. Troy and 'Mr. Cunningham, who owe
their political livesq to the goldfields, have
not seen their way clear to do what' Mr-
Cornell1 seeks to attain by introducing the
Bill. Some hon. members might feel in-
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dined to take a cue from the attitude of
members; with a close knowledge of the gold-
fields. It might be argued that it the gentle-
men I have named have not seen fit to move
in the direction indicated by the Bill, it must
he because they consider the proposition too
doubtful. In view of the vast amount of
money invested in our goldfields both in the
past and recently, surely it is uip to us to
prove to the world at large that we have as
much confidence in our mining industry as
we ask others to show. 'Moreover, it is not
as though the Bill suggests the sendingl of
money out of the State or out of the Comn-
monwealtb for building materials needed to
erect homes on the goldfields. Mr. Mfann
this evening interjected to the effect that
we can draw upon our natural resources,
espeecially those in tile South-West, for such
requirements. Even the difficulty as regards
corrugated iron has been overcome, one of
the largest damis in Australia, situated 25
miles out of Geraldton, having been covered
with asbestos. It is up to us from the
humane point of view and from every other
point of view to provide homes for people
working under not the healthiest or most
congenial conditions.

Hon. J. Cornell;, The Licenses Reduction
Board insist upon an expenditure of £15,000
for the erection of a hotel on the fields.
From this amount the Government receive
£2,000, and yet the Government will not pro-
vide workers' homes on the fields.

Hen. E. 1T. H. HALL: I hope this mneasure
will not meet with the fate that attended
Mr. Bolton's Bill-the guillotine. I trust
that the measure will be judqced on itR
merits. If due consideration is given to it,
it will pass both this Chamber and, I believe,
another place.

HO0N. 0. B. WILLIAMS (South) [8.30]:-
I support the second reading of the Bill.
It is not often that I delay the House with
my speeches, but this measure interests my
constituents. It has always struck me as
strange that during the last q'inrter oe a
century successive Governments and the
Workers' Homes Board have not invested
money on the goldfields, particularly in
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. The depression
has continued for about four years, and all
sorts of crocodile tears have been shed by
the Lahour Party, the National Party
and others about the diffienit times andl
the lack of work for the people. The
Workers' Homes Board have heen suppliedl

with ample funds, despite which they have
not expended it in directions that would
enable artisans and tradesmen of the
State to obtain work in erecting homes for
the people. There is ample scope in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder for activities of that
description, without considering the posi-
tion at Wiluna, which is just as important
from a building point of view. Members
should realise the huge sums that have
been spent by the mining companies and
others. As M1r. Cornell states, the Licens-
ing Board insist upon the expenditure of
from £13,000 to £20,000 or so when.
a hotel is to he erected at a gold-
fields, centre, and yet the Government
will not instruct, or do not care to
instruct, the Workers' homes Board to
invest money in those centres, nor have the
members of the Workers' Homes Board,
apparently, been prepared to do so. They
could have taken that action and so en-
abled the people on the goldfields to Se-
cure decent homes on advantageous terms,
and at the same time provide work for a
large number of our men over a consider-
able period. I belong to a political party
that believes in the State ownership of
the means of production, distribution ana
exchange. Every year I get older, I am
more and more convinced that some other
method must be employed to achieve that
objective, for we cannot rely on Govern-
ment boards to carry out such a policy.
The Minister for Mines recently visited
England and sought the confidence of Bri-
tish investors in Western Australia, not in
matters of paltry thousands, but of mil-
lions of pounds. He pointed to the won1'
derful opportunities for investment in
Western Australia. The Kalgoorlie foundry
recently increased their plant by installing
another £10,000 worth of machinery. De-
spite the fact that one of the largest mines.
on the Golden Mile-the Lake View and
Star-practically supply the whole of their
electric-ity requirements by mneans of their
owfl plant, the Kalgoorlie Electric Power
Corporation bave increased their plant' by
the expenditure of upwards of £50,000.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Mfore like £60,000.

lon. C. B. 'WLLIAMSl: That is so.
Those two instances show the confidence of
private corporations in the goidlelds.
Then aigain, the Kalgoorlie Municipal
Count-il have expended abolit £30,000 on ad-
ulit EnnaI Plant. Notwithstanding that a few
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years ago the Lake View and Star Com-
pany scrapped, plant worth about £25,000,
they have installed new plant valued at
upwards of £500,000. Yet the Workers'
Homes Board or the Government-I refer
to past and present Governments-have
that much confidence in the mining in-
dustry, which has kept the State from bank-
ruptcy and from losing its population, that
they will not invest one pound in that part
of the State on the erection of workers'
homes,! 1 do not want homes provided of
a value of £45. Many new homes have
been built in K(algoorlie during the last
two Years that have cost Zm,00o or

een mlore. When I went to the gold-
fields first we had reasonably cheap houses
that were hessian-covered. When the
position of the occupier improved, he was
able to get a better dwelling. When the

iing industry declined, the cheaper
houses were pulled down and re-erected in
the agricultural areas. An expenditure of
£25 would be ample to erect what might be
regaIrdcd as the start of a homle onl the gold-
fields.

&fembers: No.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: When we dis-

cussed the Builders' Registration Bill, I
90111d not help noticing how many authori-
ties on the building industry we have in
th is 'Chamber. I would like to ask members:
HowV many ',houses valued at £25 were
erected on the 'fields when they went there!

Hion. W. J. Mann: Are the people not
worthy of better housesi

-Hoti. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not suggest
they are not. If it were a matter of worthi-
ness, I would put some members of this
House in tents, but that is not the Issue.
There are many brick houses onl the gold-
fields that..no one Would he foolish enough
to. buy. They are too hot for goldfields con-
ditions.
* Hon. AV. J. 'Mann: Like sme of the

people there.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, but those

people are pretty genuine. A house worth
£250 on the goilields will mean a quick
purchase; I do not want the workers there
to have to pay for their homecs over a period
of 10 years or so. I want them to have
liousts that they can improve later on. Large
jarrah houses arc not necessary, for they are
nearly as had as brick houses.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Surely you do not
want hes;sian walls.

Ron. C. B. WILLIAMS: When I re-
ferred to houses of that description, I was
talking of the pioneering days.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What type of house
wit[ you get for £2507

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: On the gold-
fields we are not so afraid of burglars as are
the people in Perth, not do we want so
many rooms as people seem to require here.
What we want is plenty of verandah space
that can he used for sleeping out. I have
referred to the various big concerns that
have keen spending large amounts of money
on the goldfields and thereby showing their
confidence in the industry. If people desire
to erect homes there, they must go to private
builders and pay from 12 to 15 per cent, on
the money required. The State Government,
on the other hand, provide the necessary
money in thle metropolitan area for the erec-
tion of workers' homes. The goldfields
people have to pay their quota of that ex-
penditure. Thle goldfields workers have had
to pay when metropolitan and country
workers have not had to pay. We have been
loyal. to Labour in politics, and we have not
received nearly as much as we have given.
Fancy Mir. Cornell having to take this ac-
tion! Look at the kudos we are giving him.
Here he is, on the eve of an election, intro-
ducing a Bill to amend the Workers' Homes
Act so as to enable the workers on the gold-
fields to secure homes. He has had to take
that action despite the fact that the Labour
Government Could have done what he pro-
poses at any time since they assumed office.
They could do it to-morrow.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: He has stolen your
thunder.

Hon. C. B WILLIAMS: That is not so;
I ani in on the same level with him. I will
not be left.

Hon. W. J. M1ann: You keep up with him.
Ron. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am doing my

best.
Hon. J. Cornell: We have three in the

party now.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The baskc wage

on the goldfields is £4 4s. 6d. a week and in
Perth it is £3 11s. On top of that, the K~al-
goorlie worker gets 1 2s. a week as an in-
dustry allowance.

Hon. J. Cornell: Some of them do.
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: When we com-

pare the position of the worker in Perth
who can live in a mansion at a rental of
1s. to £1 a week, with that of the goldfields
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worker who has to live in a dog %box for
which he has to pay 25s. to 30s, a week,
sometimes two families having to live in the
one house, it makes one -wonder. The condi-
tions on the fields are a disgrac~e. The gold-
fields worker has to pay all the taxes that
are imposed and he has to provide his share
to make uip for the money invested in the
Past by Car-seeing statesmen and boards,
particularly in the metropolitan area. We
do our share on the goldfields. and if we
grumble at any time, we are hauled over the
coals. T do not intend to allow M1r. Cornell
to get one step ahead of me. I will keep in
step with him, because he has submitted a
gennine ease to the House. We are told that
the Workers' Homes Board have at present
the power to lend money as desired, but the
Bill has been shown to be necessary. Tadi-
dentally, T notice that some of those mew.
bers who are always talking about the basic
wage and the Arbitration Court are missing
from the House at the moment, hut T hope
they will support the Bill? because it will
help to do what they so often talk about,
namely, keep the cost of production down.
If we could have 70 or S0 workers' homes
erected at Kalgoorlie or Boulder, rents
would come down 25 to 30 per cent.
in a very short time. The mere knowledge
that workers on the goldfields could secure
these homes would effect a reduction in rents
to about 12s. a week in 12 months or so,
with a corresponding reduction in the cost
of production. There can be no question
about that. The position has been recog-
nised in Wiluna and the workers, there have
been provided with homes. The Company
built a number of homes for married mnen,
and hundreds of homes for single men on
the mines, homes for which they charged a
very low rental as compared with what
would have to be paid in Wiluna township.
Then again, at Mfarvel Loch it is encourag-
ing to see what the company have built for
their employees. They are prepared to
spend from £400 to £500 on homes for their
officials and their men. The saime thing is
occuirringZ in Coolgardie. On the Golden
'Mile something like E100,000 worth of new
plant is being put into two of the mines,
ydt the Workers' Homes Board will not ad-
vance one shilling in Kalgoorlie. A home
costing £250 would do. because it could
he added to later on when the worker can
better afford it. To-day a worker could not
get a house of any deription in Kalgoor-
lie and, if he could, the rent. would he at

least 30s. per week. I know a man who pai 'd
£250 for a house. Three or four years ago0
lie -would have bean lucky to get £150 for
it, yet to-day he has it let to a tenant at
5 0s. a week. Ify friends on the right grin
when I suggest a house at £250. Of course,
these homes could be built more cheaply still
if a large number were built at once. Up
on the goldfields we want houses suitable
to the Prevailing conditions, houses of light
but permanent construction. -Most of the'
present houses consist of iron qund wood.
Such a house cools quickly in summer and
is a little chilly in winter; but then the win-
ter does not last very long.

Hon. C. F. Baster: And a Turkish hath'
in summer.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Not if ydu
build the right sort of house. You can get
a Turkish bath down here in Perth. I would
prefer living in an iron and wood house on
the goldfields to living in a more expensive'
house in Perth. I have been on the gold-
fields for many years and so I know what
the climate really is. Up there I have lived
iu a brick house, in a wooden house and in
a wood and hessian house; so I know some-
thing about what is required. I am sorry
the Bill should have come before the House
spons~ored by a member of the Opposition.
It is with regret that I support it, because.
it is a job that should have been done by
our own party. J am not tubing the cane
any longer from the people of the gold-'
fields, because T have done my share for-
them in endeavouring to persuade the
Workers' Homes Board to realise that the
goldfields people are entitled to have money
-spent ini the-goldfields area, even if it is
lost, as it has been lost in the metropolitan
fires. The people of the goldfilds Pro taxed
uip to the hilt, yet they get none of the
amenities to he found in Perth. .So I say
we are entitled to some consideration, par-
ticularly from a Labour Government. I
have been back-stop for slugg-ish politi-
cians long enough, and I am not going to
car-Y out that duty any longer. We on the
goldfields naturally look to a Labour Gov-
ernment to see that we act the same justice
as is meted out to workers in other parts
of the State. T have been hauled over the
coals before for expressing my honest
belief, and T suppose T shall be hauled]
over the coals Again, hut I am sick and tired
of ;eeingz our people on the goldfields fleeced
in the way of rents, when the Government
have money to spend but have Dot the cour-
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age to speird some on the goldfields,
It is time the Government learnt to
invest money in the districts that gave
them their political kickoff, lifted them
from the mines and put them into
positions of authority. If the Bill
passes, it will prove to the goldfields
people that there are some men who do not
forget where they got their first rise. And
if the money be spent on the goldfields, it
will be returned with interest, because there
is a tremendous call for additional homes up
there.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [8.53]:
The note on which the last speaker coun-
eluded does, 'I think, express the opinion
held by the people of the goldfields towards
their representatives. We have to remember
that this mnatter is by no means a new one.
It has been repeatedly brought up year
after year, and, had the initial step been
taken by the Government five years ago
when first the matter was mentioned, a great
deal of the inconvenience existing to-day
WouLd havre been avoided. One cannot help
xvondeiinu why the Government refuse to
providie through the Workers' Homes Board
a sinll amount for the pur-pose for which
th e Bill has been introduced. The sugges-
ti ,on has been put forward that they could
ettsi)y hav-e made. a start by provriding suffi-
cient accommodation for their own servants.

Iad thait been done, a gr-eat deal of the
lrii.n shrtge would have been avetd

The. pos "ition on the goldfields is peculiar
from the standpoint of the people who have
gone there and then found themselves look-
ing for houmes. Statements miade by previous
speakers that in many instances two families
arc occupying' one home are quite correct.
When we remember the small anmount re-
(cived by moen on the basie wage we can
realise the impossible position in which they
arc pilaced when it conies to purchasing
homes. Whent such a man haes to pay 25s.
a week rental out of his basic wage, it is
utterly impossible for him to save any
mioney towards his own home. Those
operating on the goldfields in thre building of
houses require a deposit of one-third of the
cost of the house, in addition to which, of
course, the intending purchaser has to pro-
vide the land. Fortunately the land is not
expensive, for a quarter-nero hiock can be
.securevd on a 99-years lease at a cost of 10s.
per annum. Still, as I say, the worker hats
to put up one-third of the cost of erecting-

the bnilig, which is impossible for a man
Who has to pay the large rents obtaining on
the g-oldfields. Investigations were carried
out with a view to trying to get some money
made available, and the suggestion was prof-
fered that possibly the Government could
set aside £10,000 as the nucleus of a building
f und. If they were to adopt that suggestion,
the result would probably be followed up by
assistance in other direetio;;w Investors will
not find money for the erection of houses on
the goldfields for the purpose of letting to
tenants,

The Honorary Minister: What is the
reason for that?7

Hon. 11. SEDDON: The reason lies in the
experience of the past, which has not been
a very fortunate one for private investors.
In the early days a lot of people went in for
houses and, unfortunately, did not carry out
their obligations. Those loans were made
for comparatively long terms. I under-
stand that the proposal hetore the Govern-
ment to-day is that they should mnake ad-
vances for cheap structures that can he paid
off comparatively quickly. Of, course that
past experience has helped to colour the
viewpoint of investors. Oil the other hand,
the mining companies have shown cou.'rake
in the way they have given assistance to
workers in want of homes. -Many of the
inining companies have done their best to
solve the housing- problem in their own dis-
tricts. Mr. Williams pointed out what had
-been done at Wiluna, and I may say that at
Ijancefield something similar has been done.
There is considerable additional money in
the industry iii Kalgoorlie, and no doubt the
mining companies would have added
support if the Government had set up
that building fund nucleus to which I have
referred. Those people who recently
went on the goldfields for employment
in the first place were very poor;
many wvent up there after having had a vecry
hard experience in other parts of the State.
They went up to look for employment, and
art arrival 'were practically destitute, ycvt
wvere, asked to pay pretty high rents for the
available accommodation, So whatever Rav-
ings they were able to scrape were employed
in putting together a few sticks with a view
to establishing homes. If the Government
were to follow tip the snggestion and require
only a small deposit from purchasers, so
that they courld save the same amount as
they arc Paying in rent to-day to pay off the
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cost of a house, the Government would be
doing a good thing and conferring a very
valuable benefit upon the workers.

Hon. J1. Cornell: in the Bill I am not ask-
ing, for any. money.

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, you are not, but
I am referring to the suggvstion made that
the Government should set aside the sum of
£10,00 as the nucleus for a building fund.
Some of u'g tried to induce certain Perth
people to invest money in this way up there.
I myself approached a well-known building
society in Perth when they had mione~y I ing
idle, but their attitude was that they could
not regard the goldfield.; as ain avenue for
permanent investment.

Hon. J. Cornell: The same people will
tell you to put money into mining.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Much money has
been sunk in wild-eat schemes, which, had
it been put into legitimate shows, would
have been giving a handsome return to-day.
Reference has been made to the question
of the loyalty of goldfields members. I do
not wish to add anything to what has so
plainly been said by Mr. William;, except
that I am surprised at the loyalty of gold-
fields electors to their representatives, after
the way members have ignored goldfields
needs in this direction. A man is entitled
to a comfortable home as one of the con-
ditions of his life. One looks to the Gov-
ernment to do something to remedy an
evil that has existed on the goldfields, too
long. The interest rates on the goldfields
are high compared with those on the coast
because of the difficulty in getting money
up there. On the other band, people are
prepared on the goldflelds to pay higher
rates of interest in order that they may
secure the means to enable them to build
their own homes. The Government could
advance money at a rate of interest that
would not be contemplated by private in-
vestors. They would find a ready field for
investment of loan money which in the past
few years has readily been allocated in other
directions, and such money might well be
appropriated to assist the needs of people
on the goldfields. I have much pleasure in
supporting~ the Bill.

RON. 0. r. BAXTER (East) [9.2]: 1
agree with 'Mr. Seddon that during- the past
five years, since the goldmining industry
revived, goldflelds members have been very
busy advocating an extension of the work-

ers" homes schemne to that part of the
State. The price of gold has led to a con-
siderable development in the industry. The
arguments which have been advanced in
favour of the Bill have not swayed me-
There is another aspect, however, which
does influence me, one that did not exist
to any extent five years ag. The most
important feature about our goldfields IS
the reduction in thme cost of production.
The present high value of gold may come
down, but it is not apparent that it wilt
do so in the near future. We never know,
however, what may happen. The reduction
in the cost of production has meant that
many of the mines which were not in opera-
tion. during the lean time are likely to e26b-
tinue in operation for some time ahead. It
would, therefore, ha a safe risk for the Gov-
ernment to take to allocate for workers'
homes on the goldfields a certain amount of
c~apital. I would not favour a small sum
like £10,000.

Hon. H, Seddon: That is suggested only
as a nucleus.

Eon. C. F. BAXTER: That would no~t
relieve the position. If the position is go-
ing to be relieved, it should be relieved to
a reasonable extent. There is a great deal
in the suggestion that there is congestiona
on the goldfields. The sum of £30,000 sug-
gested by Mr Cornell would be a rea son-
able start. I am sorry that Mr. Williams
should have suggested a sum of £250 as
the cost of a home.

Hon. J. Cornell: A house built for £250
would be a mansion compared with some
of the others up there.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: If a man is going
to erect a home, he should not have to e.a-
sider a small increase over £250 if it pro-
vides him, his wife and family with the
necessary comforts of a home. I know a
great deal about the conditions under which
people have to live on the goldfields, and I
know also the value of a comfortable borne
there. Mr. 'Williams stated that one party
was getting £2 10s. a week for his house.
I would suggest that such a home
was not erected for £250. It would
cost between £C300 and £400 to erect
a decent house. If the cost were
£400 and the house were let for 15s. a week,
the capital would be repaid in 10 years.
The only risk I can see about the Bill lies in
the future, but that future should be many
years hence.
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Hon. J. Cornell: What are the risks the
Government would be asked to take com-
pared with the risks which private enter-
prise takes?

The Honorary Minister: There are risks
which private individuals will never take.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Private investors
have many avenues in -which to lay out their
money. We now bare something concrete
to go on, Many of the mines w~ill con-
tinue working even if the price of gold
conies clown wich is very unlikely in the
near future. Probably gold will never fall
below £5 10s. an ounce, unless the currency
is absolutely changed. The -time is now ri Lpe
for the Government to take a hand in this
matter, and invest a sumi of not less than
£30,000. They would be justified iii doing
that. There must continue to be a reduc-
tion in the cost of mining. Science is bring-
ing forward improvements &Imost every
month, and with the advancement of science
so must the cost of production become still
less. The cost of production in South Africa
is a great deal below that in Wostern Aus-
tralia. It is quite on the cards that the pre-
sent cost of production in this State will he
still further reduced as the result of con-
tinued investigations. The Government
would not be taking any risk if they in-
vested capital for the erection of workers
homes on the goldfleld.. It is within the
power of the Workers' Homes Board to say
yea or nay to any particular locality in
which it may be desired to erect a home.
I cannot see that there is any risk in a
locality where the mines are stabilised. Mr.
Cornell is to be complimented on bringing
down the Bill. He has undoubtedly chosen
the right time in which to do so- I support
the second reading.

HON. F. G. MOORE (North-East) [0.8]:
The subject of the extension of the prin-
ciple of workers' homes to the goldfield% has
been a pet one of mine for a long while. I
have never missed an opportunity of urging
the Government to make this eaten-ion.
When the Supply Bill was before us at the
beginning of the session 1 put up a plea for
the extension of this principle to the gold-
fields. I do not know that I can add any-
thing new to the debate this evening, but I
do wish to emphasise some of the points that
have been raised. Let me( clear up one point
as to private enterprise, eng-aging inl the
erection of workers' honies oii the gOldfields.

There is 11o place in Western Australia, or
perhaps in Australia, where building opera-
tions, especially in the matter of homes, have
been carried onl so extensively during the
last few years as in the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder districts. About £200,000 has been
spent by private persons on the erection
of hkoinies during the last four years. Most
Of' those hom1es have been built by the
peop~le for themselves, but a number have
beeni bitilt for letting purposes. The trouble
is that these homes are not sold on time pay-
mooit, because of the heavy interest which
would be demanded. A property rentable
at .10s. per week -will not lbe sold for, say,
£2 per week. About 40 years ago Australia
was in a bad way, and the Eastern gold-
fields or this State at that time pulled the
whlole continent out of the mnud. During
tie last four years of this depression
ouri Eastern Coldflelds have again come
1o the assistance, not only of Western
Australia lbut of Australia as a whole.
Thley: have kept us all solvent. I do
not know what would have happened
to its but for goldfields prosperity,
during that period. Speaking on this sub-
ject seine time -ago, I mentioned that our
goldfields workers had a special allowance
of about 12s. per week, 'but that in many
cases the allowance had become a landlord's
allowance, because the difference in rents
amounted to quite as much. Thus goldfiields
workers were no better off with the allow-
anice than before it was granted to them.
Houses were so scarce that ithere seemed to
be no limit to rents. Speaking on the Sup-
ply Bill I mentioned the urgent need for
workers' homes onl the fields, especially in
view of tim moral etffect on landlords in the
matter of rents. The reply given. me -was
that the Workers' Homes Board did not con-
sider the investment a good one. To me
that reply was surprising, because at that
very tiiethe Minister for Mines was on his
way back firom. the Old Country, where he
bad painted bright pictures of the -wonder-
ful possibilities for the investment of capi-
tal in our goldfields. I was amongst those
who met the bon. gentleman when passing
through Kalgoorlie, where he was tendered
a civic reception. At that gathering tho
Minister said hie was quite sure he had beeni
instrumental in securing the investment of
at least :Cl.250,000O extra money in Western
Australian goldmining-; and he mentioned
the acount hie had been able to give of our
mining industry. Further he stated his he-
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lief that the £1,250,000 represented only a
half of the additional money that would come

here for investment because of his visit to
London. So the hon. gentleman's estimate
is that another £2,500,000 will come to this
State because of what he was able to urge
in advocacy of the investment of outside
capital in our mining industry. Yet be-
fore he got off the boat at Fremantle the
Government of which he is a member were
saying that the goldfields were not a good
enough risk for the investment of a few
thousand pounds of public money. I do not
know how the Government's attitude to-
wards workers' homes for the goldfields is
to be reconciled with the attitude of the
Minister for Mines towards our gold in-
dustry.

The Honorary Minister: Would you like
to say that an'y of those places will last
twventy years?

Hon. J. Cornell The Bill makes the re-
payment period ten years.

The Honorary Minister: I am replying
to -Mr. Moore.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I suggest that
homes should be built for about f450 or
£500, repayable in approximately ten years.
If it is necessary to bring in a Bill for that

purpose, there has been nothing in the world
to stop the Government from doing so. Dur-
ing each of the last three sessions about 60
Bills have been introduced. Nsext session

there will be another 60, and the session
after that 60 more. if the Government
wanted to introduce such a Bill, it was the
simplest thing in the world for them
to do it. The opportunity is there
to invest small sums Of money on

behalf of workers, and in my opinion

the investment would be a good one. If
the Government plead that no money can
be obtained for this purpose, I will reply

that a little while ago the Premier stated
that if the risk in building workers' homes
on the fields was good eonu gh. the money'
was available. The Premier further said
that a man on £500 a year would probably
be a better risk in this respect than the
man on the basic wage or on £300 or £400
a year. I entirely disagree with that view.

The Honorary M.Ninister: But you are not
giving the whole of the facets r'egarding the
£.500 a year man.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Am I not? Then the

Honorary Minister can eive the rest of the

facts. I am stating all the facts known to

me, and am not picking out certain facts for
my purpose.

The Honorary Minister: It would not be
like you to do so.

Hon. R. G. M,%OORE: It was suggested
that the Luan on £500 a year was the better
risk. As a business man I consider that if
a man on £10 per week cannot obtain a
house of his own in the ordinary. way, he is
a poor risk to accept in respect of a work-
er's bomne. We are merely asking for a
cheap class of house, and I have no hesita-
tion in saying that it Mill pay the Govern-
ment to embark upon the scheme. I am con-
vinced there will be very few buildings
left on their hands. The position has been
acute for a long time, and the neglect of the
Government to extend the benefts of the
workers' homes scheme to people on the
goldfields has been keenly felt by them.
Something should be done to afford relief
to workers who are being exploited by land-
lords at present.

Mon. G. Fraser: You would not get this
House to agree to legislation of that descrip-
tion.

Hon. RI. 0. MOORE: That does not apply
to all landlords there, but to a good many
of them. It is not a question of the capi-
talist trying to exploit the working class. In
most instances, the landlords concerned have
one or two houses only to let. They are
working men themselves and are putting the
boots into their fellow-workers because they
have the opportunity to do so. What this
means is that we must do something to pro-
tect men against their fellow-men. I do not
desire to labour the position unduly, and I
commend the Bill to the House, but not from
the standpoint of charity. People on the
goldfields do not look for charity nor yet
for special consideration. They merely ask
that they shall have done for them what has
been, done in other parts of the State for
years~ past. They ask that that shall be
done where the risk is sufficiently good. As
to the life of' the mines, those who control
them arc hard-headed men. There is no
sentiment about them, and they have been
spending scores of thousands of pounds on
the provision of new plant and equipment.
They have done that onl 'y because they are
satisfied it is a good investment and that the
mines will last sufficiently long to enable the
capital outlay to be returned with a profit
on the undertaking . When the Minister for
Mines was in the Old Country, urging the
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investment of British capital in our mining
industry, he must have realised that the
fields would last long enough to enable
people who invested their money to be as-
sured of a reasonable return. That being
so, I cannot understand why equal coufi-
dene has; not been shown in the goldfields
by the Government by providing the work-
ers there with barnes. If they were
to adopt that course, it would relieve the
acute position that exists on the fields to-
day. Some exception was taken to the re-
marks by Mr. Williams regarding £250 hr
£300 being adequate for homes on the gold-

*fields.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: They would be jerry-
built homes at that price.
- Hon. R. G. MOQORE: Not at all. From
the very inception, the goldields people
bave-been content to start in a small way
-and add to their houses as they progressed.
Many of us added to our houses as we
added to our families. As the family grew,
so did the house. We were content to have
two rooms at the outset and to pay for
them. We were content to put uzp with a
certain amount of inconvenience. Later
on we added another room, and so on until
eventually we had what we required. That
is -all we are asking for now. Plenty of the
workers on the fields would be satisfied to
get £250 or £300 in order to erect what
would amount to the start of a home, to
which they could add ]ater on as oppor-
tunity offered. They would prefer that ra-
ther than pay the extortionate rents
charged to-day. I could take members to
various places on the fields where four or
five houses have been built on one block.
They arc really camps with skillion roofs
and a few square feet of lattice. For that,
the workers have to pay l6s. a week.
Would it not be infinitely better for the
workers to have a home of their own two
or three times as large as those camps, for
the expenditure of £250? That would make
the premises their own, and they would
have some yard space. Eventually they
could add to their homes until they se-
cured something worth having. Uip to the
present we have stressed the necessity for
the extension of the Workers' Homes
Board activities to the goldfields, but with
no result.

Hon. C. B3. Williams: We have been told
we have been asleep.

He". R. Gi. IMOORE: I was going to say
that it had been like casting pearls before
swine, but I shall not say that. It has
been more like banging one's head against
a brick wall. The time has come when
the people on the goldfields should receive
some consideration, and the position that
exists to-day should be relieved. I support
the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
WV. H. Kitson-West) [9.27]: 1 move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tut'sday, the ?h: October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.28 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-NOXIOUS WEEDS.
Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for

Agriculture: Because of the great difficulty
in ensuring that seeds of noxious wveeds are
not admitted into Western Australia, will
he take steps to publish such information
as would enable farmers to identify Weeds
and thus provide opportunity for their de-
struction before the plants flower?


